
NEW SMOKE ALARM LEGISLATION
EDUCATE YOUR TEAM

This is essential. Your team needs to know 
what changes are happening, why, and 
when. They should also be armed with 

answers to some of the most commonly 
asked questions to assist client inquiry.

WHY A PHOTOELECTRIC ALARM?

When you sleep your sense of smell also 
sleeps. If a fire starts toxic fumes can 

overcome you, photoelectric alarms see 
smoke and can alert you early, so you have 

more chance to escape.

WHY DO THEY NEED TO BE 
INTERCONNECTED?

This means when one alarm is triggered 
they will all go off. So, it won’t matter 

where you are in the house. Interconnected 
alarms are critical for an early warning and 

quick escape.

WHY DO THEY HAVE TO BE THE SAME 
BRAND?

They won’t all talk to each other if they 
aren’t the same brand. So, when one alarm 

goes off they all go off.

DO ALL SMOKE ALARMS HAVE TO BE 
REPLACED?

Existing smoke alarms manufactured more 
than 10 years ago will have to be replaced 

with a photoelectric alarm. Existing hardwired 
alarms that aren’t photoelectric have to be 

replaced as well.

WHY DO BEDROOMS NEED AN 
ALARM?

The alarms are required in the bedroom 
so that if a door is closed the occupant will 

still be able to hear the alarms and have 
that early detection to escape.

WHAT IF MY PROPERTY IS TWO 
STOREYS OR MORE?

A wireless Bluetooth device commonly 
called a Home base will need to be 

installed, this allows all the alarms on all 
levels to be interconnected.

CAN ANYONE INSTALL THE NEW ALARMS?

Any person can legally install a battery-
powered alarm. However, the 240 Volt 

photoelectric alarms need to be connected to 
an electricity supply and must be connected 

by a licensed electrician.

WHERE DO THE ALARMS NEED TO BE 
INSTALLED?

Each storey of a property, In hallways that 
connect bedrooms and the rest of the 

house The entry and exit points of a house 
Each bedroom If there are no bedrooms on 
a storey then at least one alarm should be 
installed in the most likely path of travel to 

exit the dwelling HOW MUCH WILL THIS COST?

This will depend on who you work with to 
carry out the upgrades on the properties in 

your portfolios.


